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Challenges to Monitoring in Alaska
• Human resources
• Vectors
• Planktonic Life History
• Climate Change
• Complacency



Monitoring in Coastal Alaska

• European Green Crab
– PWSRCAC led, USF&WS
– Other partners

• Tunicates/fouling 
organisms
– Smithsonian led, other 

partners

• Alaska Invasive Species 
Working Group

http://convoluta.ucdavis.edu



European Green Crab

“Where you find 
large populations of 
green crabs, you 
won't find native 
crabs at all.”

(Dr. Ron Thresher, 
CRIMP, Australia)



Green Crab Monitoring: 
Statewide Locations

Dutch Harbor

Homer
Port Graham
Nanwalek
Seldovia

Cordova
Tatitlek Valdez

Glacier Bay

Juneau

Ketchikan

SitkaKodiak

Whittier
Chenega Bay

Seward 2009



Green Crab Monitoring

• Intertidal 
monitoring at low 
tide

• Modified 
minnow/fish 
traps

• Traps left out for 
two tide cycles

• Four field days 
per summer



Regional “Uniqueness”

Sitka

Heather Woody, Sitka Tribe

Security Cove

Gary Freitag, NOAA Sea Grant



No Green Crab Found Yet!





Tunicates/Fouling Organisms

• SERC-led since 2000
• Many participants

http://home.uchicago.edu
http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov

Didendum



Settling plates: Locations Statewide

Dutch Harbor

Homer

CordovaTaititlek
Valdez

Glacier Bay

Juneau

Ketchikan

Yakutat
Chenega Bay

SitkaKodiak







Caprella mutica (2000, 2007) Botrylloides violaceus (2000)
E. GrayG. Ashton

Schizoporella japonica (2000)

CSRIO

2000 census also found in Sitka 
and Ketchikan 

In Sitka, Botryllus



Tunicate/Fouling Organism 
Monitoring Future Direction

• Outreach
• Continued 

Collaboration
– Platewatch



Prevent (plan, educate, assist)
Detect (AK is immense, partner up!)

Respond (Do Not Dither!)



Sitka Tribe

Questions?


